
 
 

Policy Update – Europe Regional Network  
 

September 2012 
 
Welcome to this summer edition of the Europe Regional Network’s Policy Update, bringing you news of the latest 
developments in European green building and related policy.  
 

EU Policy Updates  
 
Agreement reached on Energy Efficiency Directive 
 
After tense negotiations, political agreement was reached over the text of the new Energy Efficiency Directive in the 
early hours of 15 June 2012. The Directive is expected to be a game-changer for energy efficiency in the built 
environment and to help put the EU back on track towards its 2020 energy use reduction target of 20%. 
 
The Europe Regional Network has produced two GBC Guides to the Directive which can be accessed via the hyperlinks 
below. Attention will now turn to implementation, where the Network plans to focus on how national renovation 
strategies are compiled across the region ahead of the April 2014 deadline for their publication.  
 
There is a European Parliament plenary vote on the Directive on 11 September 2012, and the Directive is due to be 
translated into other languages and published in the Official Journal by later this year. It will have to be transposed into 
national legislation by spring 2014.  
 
Links to docs:      Links to articles:  
A Quick GBC Guide to the Directive   Industry warns of 'fragmented' Europe on energy efficiency 
A GBC Guide to the Directive    Double-counting fears hang over EU's energy efficiency law 
Consolidated text of the Directive   Marie Donnelly speaks about the new Energy Efficiency Directive 

 
 

Ecolabel for Office Buildings due to go to vote 
 
The final draft criteria for the proposed Ecolabel for Office Buildings were published in June, and are due to be put 
forward to a scheduled vote of the Regulatory Committee on 24 November 2012. However, with a number of Member 
States stating that the project should be discontinued, whether the criteria will go to the vote is not yet clear. Many 
stakeholders have concerns regarding the criteria, and significant reservations have been expressed regarding the 
feasibility of the proposed ‘read-across’ from existing certification schemes (BREEAM, DGNB, HQE and LEED). 
 
The Europe Regional Network published a position paper on the criteria at the beginning of August, which can be 
accessed via the hyperlink below. GBCs across the Network are in the process of communicating the concerns detailed 
in this position to their national Ecolabel representatives ahead of the vote.  
 
Links to docs:      Links to articles:  
Final draft criteria     ANEC rejects read across  
Europe Regional Network position paper    
Competent Body contact page  

 
 

Commission releases strategy for the sustainable competitiveness of the sector 
 
On 31 July 2012, DG Enterprise released its long awaited Strategy for the Sustainable Competitiveness of the 
Construction Sector and its Enterprises. This Commission Communication identifies the main challenges that lie ahead 
in the journey to 2020, and lays out a strategy and action plan for tackling these.  
 
The five key challenges identified are: (i) stimulating favourable investment conditions; (ii) improving the human-capital 
basis of the construction sector; (iii) improving resource efficiency, environmental performance and business 

http://www.worldgbc.org/site2/index.php/download_file/view/1347/369/
http://drugi.euractiv.com/industry-warns-fragmented-europe-news-514403
http://www.worldgbc.org/site2/index.php/download_file/view/1346/369/
http://www.euractiv.com/energy-efficiency/double-counting-fears-hang-eus-e-news-514105
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201207/20120705ATT48389/20120705ATT48389EN.pdf
http://www.managenergy.net/newsletter_2012_07.html#1
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/buildings/stakeholders.html
http://www.anec.eu/attachments/ANEC-ENV-2012-G-014.pdf
http://www.worldgbc.org/site2/index.php/download_file/view/1288/369/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/competent-bodies.html


opportunities; (iv) strengthening the internal market for construction; and (v) fostering the global competitive position 
of EU construction enterprises. Significant emphasis is placed on actions to unleash the potential of low energy 
buildings and building renovations to contribute to growth and job creation.  
 
Noteworthy actions within the Strategy include the following:  
 

 By the end of 2012 (as required by the recast EPBD) the Commission will present an analysis of EU and 
national financial instruments supporting building energy efficiency, which may include recommendations on 
how to use public funding to stimulate building renovation.  

 In 2013 the Commission will present preliminary conclusions of a project exploring the scope for insurance 
schemes to back performance guarantees on small scale energy efficient renovations. 

 The Commission will develop harmonised rules on the declaration of the performance characteristics of 
construction products in relation to a sustainable use of natural resources in the context of the Construction 
Products Regulation. 

 
The Commission also plans to propose approaches to mutual recognition or harmonisation of various existing 
environmental assessment methods for construction products, processes and works. This is with a view to making them 
‘more operational and affordable for construction enterprises, the insurance industry and investors’. This work will 
build on the CEN Construction Network, the JRC’s guide to Life Cycle Thinking and Assessment, and projects such as 
SuperBuildings and Open House as well as others. 
 
Links to docs:     Links to articles: 
Commission Communication   Commission press release on unleashing the potential of low energy buildings  

 
 

Member States miss Energy Performance of Buildings Directive deadlines 
 
Many Member States have failed to transpose the recast Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD) into 
national legislation by the 9 July 2012 deadline. Another important deadline date that was missed was 30 June 2012, by 
which Member States should have notified the Commission of: (i) a list of national measures and instruments aimed at 
promoting the objectives of the EPBD; and (ii) all input data and assumptions used in defining the methodology for 
calculating cost optimal levels for establishing minimum energy performance requirements. See below in the ‘National 
Updates’ section for further information on transposition status in various Member States. 

 
Links to docs:      
National provisions implementing recast EPBD   
National measures and instruments  

 
 

EU Funding 2014-2020 
 
On 13 June 2012 the European Parliament adopted a resolution on the Multiannual Financial Framework, and 
negotiations with the Council are now underway. The Cyprus Presidency concluded a first round of bilateral meetings 
with Ministers on the MFF in late July, the outcome of which informed an ‘Issues Paper’ that was discussed at an 
informal meeting of Ministers on 30 August 2012. Further meetings will continue to develop the ‘Negotiating Box’ that 
was produced by the previous Danish Presidency. The key conclusion of the bilaterals, unsurprisingly, was that an 
agreement cannot be found at the overall levels of funding proposed by the Commission in its previous proposals. 
Future meetings of the General Affairs Council will take place on 24 September, 16 October and 20 November, with the 
Cyprus Presidency determined to bring negotiations to a close by the end of the year.  
 
On 11 July 2012 the REGI Committee of the Parliament voted to give the Parliament its negotiating mandate on EU 
Structural Funds for 2014 - 2020. MEPs agreed to the principle of ring-fencing of funding for Europe 2020 strategy's 
thematic areas, which could see funds earmarked for building energy efficiency. The negotiating mandate regarding the 
European Regional Development Fund can be accessed here, and the negotiating mandate on the Cohesion Fund can 
be accessed here.  
 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/_getdocument.cfm?doc_id=7618
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/869&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:72010L0031:EN:NOT#FIELD_BE
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/efficiency/buildings/implementation_en.htm
http://www.cy2012.eu/index.php/en/file/t4OXQzwQKPz2nxXo9+AUZw==
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/council/open-sessions/related-documents?debateid=1649&lang=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201209/20120905ATT50705/20120905ATT50705EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201209/20120905ATT50690/20120905ATT50690EN.pdf


 
 
Links to docs:     Links to articles: 

MFF pages of the Council’s website  Extraordinary November summit dedicated to MFF confirmed 

European Parliament resolution on MFF  A watershed moment” for the negotiations of the MFF 

     European Parliament press release on REGI vote 

     MEPs agree negotiating mandate 

 

First actions on the Roadmap to a Resource Efficient Europe  

Important steps were taken towards a more resource efficient Europe over the summer following calls from the 
Parliament in the spring. Commissioner Janez Potočnik launched the European Resource Efficiency Platform on 5 June 
2012, which is backed by a membership of experts made up of Commissioners, MEPs, Member State representatives, 
international organisations, and business and thought leaders. Members include the World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development, Kingfisher, Siemens, EEB and FoEE.  
 
The Platform has already launched several stakeholder consultations and surveys in connection with the Roadmap. The 
most important of these is a consultation on resource efficiency indicators, which are needed to monitor progress and 
to allow for benchmarking and comparison between Member States. See below in the ‘Open Consultations’ section for 
further details. 
 
Links to docs:     Links to articles: 
Online Resource Efficiency Platform  Commission press release on how can we do more with less? 
Members of the Platform 

  
 

Recast WEEE Directive enters into force 

The recast Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) Directive entered into force on 13 August 2012, and 
signals a radical transition towards greater levels of recovery and reuse of goods in this rapidly expanding product 
category. Member states will now have until 14 February 2014 to align their national WEEE laws with the new Directive. 
 
Some of the headline changes the Directive introduces include the following:   
 

 From 2016 onwards, Member States will be required to ensure that 45 % of electrical and electronic 
equipment sold in each country is collected. 

 From 2018 onwards, the scope of the Directive is widened from today's categories to all electrical and 
electronic equipment. 

 From 2019 onwards, the collection target is raised to 65 % of electrical and electronic equipment sold, or the 
alternative measure of 85 % of WEEE generated.  

 
The revised Directive now covers new electronic goods such as solar panels, fluorescent lighting containing mercury 
and equipment containing ozone-depleting substances.  
 
Links to docs:     Links to articles: 

Recast WEEE Directive   Commission press release 

     New law seeks to limit dumping of e-waste   

 

 

Smart meter cost-benefit analysis due 

The deadline for Member States to present their national cost-benefit analyses on the roll-out of smart meters to the 
European Commission fell on 3 September 2012. The roll-out is expected to see 80% of European consumers being 
provided with smart meters by 2020. 
 
Links to docs:     Links to articles: 

Commission Recommendation on smart meters  Consumers unaware of smart meters ahead of EU-wide roll-out 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/special-reports/mff?lang=en
http://www.europolitics.info/extraordinary-november-summit-dedicated-to-mff-confirmed-artb342262-32.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2012-0245+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.cy2012.eu/index.php/en/news-categories/areas/general-affairs/press-release-a-watershed-moment-for-the-negotiations-of-the-multiannual-financial-framework
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120709IPR48491/html/Regional-policy-reform-MEPs-set-to-start-talks-with-member-states
http://europolitics.eis-vt-prod-web01.cyberadm.net/sectoral-policies/structural-funds-2014-2020-meps-agree-negotiating-mandate-art339817-19.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/resource_efficiency/
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/564&format=HTML
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/resource_efficiency/re_platform/about/members/index_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:197:0038:0071:EN:PDF
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/898&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.euractiv.com/sustainability/new-law-seeks-limit-dumping-wast-news-514282
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:073:0009:0022:EN:PDF
http://www.euractiv.com/consumers-unaware-smart-meters-a-news-514432


JRC Guidelines on cost benefit analysis  Doubts cast over consumer benefits of smart meters 

     EU Commission unconvinced over smart meters  

 
 

Moves towards an EU Adaptation Strategy 
 

Following the launch of the European Climate Action Platform back in March 2012, the Commission has been consulting 

stakeholders over the preparation of an EU wide adaptation strategy. The strategy is expected to be implemented in 

2013 in line with the Commission’s 2009 Adaptation White Paper. 

 

Commissioner Connie Hedegaard recently stated that a very detailed EU framework may not be the right approach and 

emphasised the need for Member States to adopt national adaptation plans, hinting to the possibility of requiring this 

by a set deadline.   

Links to docs:     Links to articles: 

2009 Adaptation White Paper   Cyprus presidency press release  

European Climate Action Platform  Commission consults on climate adaptation strategy  

Commissioner Hedegaard speaking points   

 

 

MEPs call for milestones and targets in Energy Roadmap 2050 

Parliamentary Committees released opinions on the Commission’s December 2011 Communication on an Energy 
Roadmap 2050, which were debated in meetings over the summer. In an ITRE Committee meeting MEPs highlighted 
the need to give investors certainty over which industries and technologies represented the best investment for the 
future, after an opinion by the Parliament’s rapporteur highlighted the need for milestones and targets in the 
Roadmap. A similar ENVI Committee debate saw MEP Romana Jordan put forwards the idea of a single 2030 target for 
carbon reduction, an idea that has some backing from countries such as the UK. A public hearing on the Energy 
Roadmap 2050 will be held on 18 September 2012. 
 
Links to docs:     Links to articles: 
ITRE Rapporteur’s Draft Report   Targets needed to decarbonise energy   
ENVI Committee Draft Report   Poland blocks energy roadmap 
Commission Roadmap 
 
 

Ministers discuss policy options on water efficiency  
 
The Cyprus Presidency held an informal meeting of Ministers of Environment and Climate Change on 7 – 8 July 2012, to 
discuss the Commission’s Blueprint to Safeguard Europe’s Water resources. In the concluding remarks from the 
meeting it was noted that Ministers felt existing water legislation and policy was largely adequate, so any new 
legislative proposals should be thoroughly evaluated. However, recommended actions at EU level included 
management of water demand by implementing efficiency measures in buildings through the inclusion of water 
efficiency requirements for appliances in the Eco-design Directive work plan. 
 
Links to docs:     Links to articles: 
Presidency background document  Presidency press release 
Presidency concluding remarks 

 
 

Smart Cities and Communities European Innovation Partnership launched 
 
The Commission announced the launch of a Smart Cities and Communities European Innovation Partnership in a 
Communication on 10 July 2012, which notes that the Commission will be pooling research resources from energy, 
transport and ICT and concentrating them on a small number of demonstration projects in cities. A ‘High Level Group’ is 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/jrc/index.cfm?id=1410&obj_id=14630&dt_code=NWS&lang=en
http://m.euractiv.com/details.php?aid=513445
http://www.engerati.com/article/eu-commission-unconvinced-over-smart-meters
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52009DC0147:EN:NOT
http://www.cy2012.eu/index.php/en/news-categories/areas/environment/press-release---adaptation-to-climate-change-is-of-vital-importance
http://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/
http://www.endseurope.com/28852/ec-consults-on-climate-adaptation-strategy?referrer=channel-climate
http://www.cy2012.eu/index.php/en/file/x93qloiwMtr2nxXo9+AUZw==
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201208/20120822ATT49838/20120822ATT49838EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/itre/pr/905/905122/905122en.pdf
http://www.endseurope.com/29262/meps-targets-needed-to-decarbonise-energy?referrer=channel-energy
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/903/903493/903493en.pdf
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/2012/june/poland-blocks-climate-roadmap/74617.aspx
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/11/st18/st18597.en11.pdf
http://www.cy2012.eu/index.php/fr/file/9G2oDPtqBmH2nxXo9+AUZw==
http://www.cy2012.eu/index.php/en/news/press-release---eu-environment-ministers-aim-to-improve-water-policy
http://www.cy2012.eu/index.php/en/file/AIIqoD0LMAL2nxXo9+AUZw==


 
 
being set up to support the implementation of the partnership, containing CEOs from R&D-intensive industries, city 
mayors, regulatory authorities and public financing institutions. 
 
For 2013 some €365 million of EU funding has been earmarked for demonstration projects, and under the next 
Multiannual Financial Framework, "Smart Cities & Communities" will become an integral part of Horizon 2020. 
Demonstration projects will have to integrate energy, ICT and transport, with smart buildings and neighbourhood 
projects being given as an example of the sort of projects that could be financed. 
 
Links to docs:     Links to articles: 

Commission Communication on Smart Cities Commission press release 

   

 

New harmonised European standards  

A consolidated list of references of harmonised standards under the Measuring Instruments Directive (2004/22/EC) has 
been published in the Official Journal. Similarly, a new consolidated list of references of harmonised standards under 
the Machinery Directive (2006/42/EC) has also been published. The use of harmonised standards remains voluntary. 
 
Links to articles:      

A new harmonised European standard for electricity metering equipment 

New harmonised standards which provide presumption of conformity for machinery 

 

 

Council Conclusions on Seventh EU Environment Action Programme  

On 11 June 2012 the Council adopted its conclusions on setting the framework for a Seventh EU Environment Action 
Programme (7th EAP). At the Council meeting, the Commission confirmed that it would present proposals for a 7th EAP 
before the end of this year, building on the Resource Efficiency Roadmap and the 2050 vision of the EU biodiversity 
strategy and taking into account the Low-Carbon Roadmap. 
 
Amongst other things the Council called on the Commission ‘to develop a comprehensive EU strategy for how a green 
and inclusive economy can contribute to better urban environments by focusing on integration of urban planning … 
with objectives related to resource efficiency, a low-carbon economy, sustainable urban land-use, ecosystem resilience, 
water management, human health, public participation in decision making and environmental education and 
awareness.’ Other calls included measures to support a circular economy, such as a life cycle approach.  
 
Links to docs:      Links to articles: 

Commission conclusions    Council press release 

Roadmap for a 7
th

 Environmental Action Programme  Ministers set out 2050 vision for a 'green Europe' 

  

Open Consultations  
 
Request for information about smart grid projects 
 
Period of consultation: 20/07/2012 to 30/09/2012 

More details available here.  

 

Consultation on options for Resource Efficiency Indicators  

Period of consultation: 26/07/2012 to 22/10/2012 

More details available here. See also Flash survey 1 and Flash survey 2. 

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/technology/initiatives/doc/2012_4701_smart_cities_en.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/760&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=6146&lang=en&tpa_id=151&title=A-new-harmonised-European-standard-for-electricity-metering-equipment
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=6155&lang=en&tpa_id=151&title=New-harmonised-standards-which-provide-presumption-of-conformity-for-machinery
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/envir/130788.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/envir/130800.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/governance/impact/planned_ia/docs/2012_env_013_7th_environmental_action_programme_en.pdf
http://www.euractiv.com/sustainability/ministers-set-2050-vision-green-news-513241
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/infrastructure/consultations/20120720_electricity_smartgrid_projects__en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/resource_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/resource_efficiency/haveyoursay/current_consultations/entry2_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/resource_efficiency/haveyoursay/current_consultations/entry1_en.htm


National Updates (GBCs reporting) 
 
UK-GBC 
 

UK Government battle over renewable energy 
This month there have been an increasing number of media reports detailing an escalating rift between the Chancellor, 
George Osborne and Energy Secretary, Ed Davey over reforms to the UK's energy sector (reported here and here). On 1 
August 2012, UK-GBC CEO Paul King wrote to David Cameron urging him to recapture his Government's 'greenest ever' 
aspirations, taking inspiration from London 2012. Read Paul's blog post on the issue, our letter to the Prime 
Minister and coverage in the Guardian. 
 

Green Deal announcements pick up as start date approaches 
The Green Deal is a new finance scheme which will help to fund the upfront cost of building refurbishment. It is 
launching in October 2012 and the last month has seen a number of important announcements from the Department 
for Energy and Climate Change (DECC). Government has confirmed that the Green Deal Finance Company will receive a 
£7m loan to help with set-up costs, while Treasury has announced that the scheme is an early candidate for 
“infrastructure guarantees” that could help to bring down the cost of Green Deal loans. Following significant pressure 
from industry, Government is now planning to deliver a public communications campaign to support the scheme. In the 
coming weeks UK-GBC is expecting to launch a new Task Group to investigate incentives for domestic retrofit.  
  

Greenhouse Gas reporting  
The UK Government is consulting on the introduction of mandatory Greenhouse Gas Emission Reporting for companies. 
Our members Drivers Jonas Deloitte prepared a helpful policy briefing for UK-GBC members summarising the 
background to the Greenhouse Gas Reporting consultation which can be found here. UK-GBC is currently preparing its 
response to Defra’s Greenhouse Gas Reporting consultation. 
 

 
Czech GBC  
 
Recast EPBD transposition  
A bill to implement the requirements of the EPBD was passed in the lower and upper house of parliament, but was then 
vetoed by president Klaus. The lower house is to vote on it again in early September, and can overrule the president by 
absolute majority, though the outcome of the vote is uncertain. 
 

EU ETS revenues 

A bill approved by government is now in a first reading in the lower house. Vague wording appear to allow anything 
between 0% and 100% of EU ETS revenues to be allocated to CO2 reduction measures. CZGBC (via the advocacy 
campaign ‘Chance for Buildings’) is advocating for revenue to fund a KfW-like building refurbishment program. 
 

National energy policy 

The Energy Ministry has published a draft update to this policy, and whilst energy efficiency is mentioned more than 
before it still gets insufficient attention. The policy is primarily looking at supply side (energy sources, mix, grid) and 
largely ignores demand side. Again, CZGBC (via Chance for Buildings) will weigh in the debate in the coming months. 
 
 

Polish GBC  

Recast EPBD transposition 
The new Polish Act (Ustawa o charakterystyce enegetycznej budynków) assumptions have been approved by the 
government, which means that the Parliament will start discussion and final implementation procedures in September 
2012. The expected time of implementation is Q2 of 2013. 

Transposition of the Renewables Directive 
There is still a significant delay in transposing the Directive into national law, and it is very difficult to foresee when the 
final version of the national legislation will be approved. 

http://ukgbc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fd95f428f5aa9866c8d852c4e&id=b9a2ed1969&e=93f5861a89
http://ukgbc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fd95f428f5aa9866c8d852c4e&id=a717be4b96&e=93f5861a89
http://ukgbc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fd95f428f5aa9866c8d852c4e&id=58fbb3fa78&e=93f5861a89
http://ukgbc.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=fd95f428f5aa9866c8d852c4e&id=22408806f9&e=93f5861a89
http://ukgbc.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=fd95f428f5aa9866c8d852c4e&id=22408806f9&e=93f5861a89
http://ukgbc.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=fd95f428f5aa9866c8d852c4e&id=ec4f249f44&e=93f5861a89
http://ukgbc.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=fd95f428f5aa9866c8d852c4e&id=3bf63e51dc&e=93f5861a89
http://www.thegreendealfinancecompany.com/html/home.html
http://ukgbc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fd95f428f5aa9866c8d852c4e&id=f54a6217f9&e=93f5861a89
http://ukgbc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fd95f428f5aa9866c8d852c4e&id=ded9b86f1c&e=93f5861a89


 
 
EU ETS revenues 

The Minister of Finance has presented his opinion on distribution of EU ETS revenues. In his opinion all revenues should 
go to the national budget and be distributed according to general government policy, which indicates that the 
Commission’s recommendation to spend at least half of revenues on climate change projects is not being seriously 
considered. Discussions are due to complete in September. 

 
Romania GBC  
 
Property tax reduction for green buildings 
The third largest city in Romania, Cluj-Napoca, opened the gates to investment in green buildings late May. The local 
council took an innovative decision to reduce property tax on green buildings owned individuals by 50%, and to the 
minimum legal rate for green buildings owned by companies. Among the eligibility conditions are obtaining a “class A” 
energy performance certificate and an international certificate such as BREEAM, LEED or DGNB. This measure is very 
encouraging for developers and owners willing either to build or to renovate existing buildings to meet green building 
criteria. RoGBC seized the opportunity to replicate these measures for other local communities, and is on the way to 
preparing a toolkit for the use of both developers and local authorities. More details on the city council decision can be 
found here. 
 

Recast EPBD transposition  
In late April 2012 the Ministry for Regional Development and Tourism initiated draft legislation to modify Law No. 
372/2005 concerning energy performance in buildings, in order to transpose the recast EPBD. RoGBC sent its comments 
on this draft legislation to the initiator. In general, this draft addresses almost all the issues in the EPBD recast, but there 
are some obligations that are either watered down (e.g. a large exemption from the near zero energy building 
requirements for new buildings) or not transposed at all (e.g. the obligation to display energy performance certificates 
in buildings occupied by and not only owned by public authorities). The Chamber of Deputies is expected to adopt the 
final version of the law this month. 
 

Renewable energy in buildings 
The new Energy Law No. 123/2012, in force from 19th of July 2012, specifically sets out easier rules for small energy 
producers (under 500 kW and between 500 kW and 1 MW) such as exemptions to get specific authorizations and 
licenses. This may encourage developers to include renewable energy in their projects, particularly from the perspective 
of providing energy to nearly zero energy buildings, that “should be covered to a very significant extent by energy from 
renewable sources, including energy from renewable sources produced on-site or nearby ”. However, the National 
Regulatory Authority for Energy has to adopt the necessary implementing legislation referring to: the price or rules 
small renewable energy producers may sell or compensate energy. 

 

 

 

 

For further information please contact James Drinkwater, Senior Policy Advisor (Europe Regional Network) 

jdrinkwater@worldgbc.org 

 

 

http://rogbc.wordpress.com/2012/05/30/property-tax-reduction-for-green-building-owners-in-cluj-napoca/
mailto:jdrinkwater@worldgbc.org

